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International Condemnation of Violation of Human Rights in Iran

U.N. Special Rapporteur Concerned About the Continad Practice of
Public Execution in Iran

Wednesday, 08 March 2017 02:48
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/human-rights/223t0-special-rapporteur-concerned-
about-the-continued-practice-of-public-executiofiram

NCRI - Ms. Asma Jahangir was appointed as Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran by The Human Rights
Council of the U.N., during its 33rd Session. After
completion of her study, she said she regretshibat
study does not reveal any notable improvementen th
situation of human rights in the country.

She says that the situation in areas like indepesrale
of judiciary and lawyers, freedom of expressiorg ase of arbitrary detentions continue to
be of serious concern.

Human rights organizations tracking executiongam lestimate that at least 530 executions
took place in 2016. The majority of these execigimere for not the “most serious” drug-
related offences. Drug offenders are often deprofduhsic due process and fair trials. They
are held in long periods of incommunicado and pkedietention, lack adequate access to a
lawyer and/or to a proper defence, there are dilmgmthat drug offenders are subjected to
beatings and coerced confessions which are laggr ingrevolutionary courts to secure their
death sentences. The recently amended CriminatBuoe Code which mandates that all
death sentences, including those for drug offebea®viewed by the Supreme Court does
not seem to have led to any significant changaisrespect.

The Special Rapporteur was also concerned abogbtitenued practice of public execution.
It is reported that some executions took placeuinlip places in the presence of children, this
has however been denied by the State Party.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has reportedly exedute highest number of juvenile
offenders in the world during the past decade. Desm absolute ban on the practice under
international law, the Iranian penal code continioesxplicitly retain the death penalty for
boys of at least fifteen years of age and girlatdéast 9years for gisas (retribution in kind)
or hudud crimes, like homicide, adultery or sodosy.a result of the 2013 amendments to
the penal code, judges are now required to assesadntal capacity of juvenile offenders
before issuing a death sentence to determineyfuhederstood the consequences of their
actions at the time they committed hudud-relateues.



Ms. Asma Jahangir notes as positive the adopti@rtafie 1197 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, which acknowledges the right of the seduo remain silent during preliminary
investigations, and of article 60, which explicidyohibits the use of coercion,
obscene/derogatory language, suggestive/deceptinel@vant questioning. However, she
noticed that forms of torture are not defined emian law and that the new code has not
established the necessary procedures for invesiggarture allegations. She also received
numerous documented cases of persons allegedigctetdjto torture and ill treatment with
the view to extracting confessions from them. Treefice of prolonged period in solitary
confinement was documented and there are also ouhegports and instances where
prisoners were deprived of family visits and/ontédical care.

In a report it published in July 2016, a non-gowveental source highlighted 18 cases of
denial of medical treatment and indicated thatahjective of this practice was to intimidate
and punish political prisoners and prisoners ofscance.

In the case of Ms. Akbari Monfared, who was senarntp years in prison in relation to her
membership in the banned opposition group knowthe@$eople’s Mojahedin
Organizationlran (PMOI), the denial of medical treant reportedly took place after she
published a letter demanding justice for her bnstlaad sisters who were reportedly
executed in 1988. The Government responded to ofidlsése cases indicating that prisoners
were in good health condition and that they wergeligng from proper health and medical
facilities.

In June, Ms. Narges Mohammadi, a prominent hungirtgiactivist went on her hunger
strike for 20 days to regain access to her childéecording to the Government, she was
sentenced to one year in prison for propagandansigidie system, five years in prison for
assembly and colluding against the national seguaitd ten years for establishing and
running an unlicensed and illegal group. The sex@emun concurrently, and thus she is
serving ten years’ imprisonment.

In December, Ms. Nazanin Ratcliffe a British-lIram@harity worker whose detention was
considered as arbitrary by the United Nations Wagkeroup on Arbitrary Detention, was
reportedly pressured to choose between movingWeeyear-old daughter into prison or
signing a document renouncing all her rights reiggrtier child.At least 50 lawyers have
reportedly been prosecuted since June 2009 foesepting prisoners of conscience, political
detainees or “national security” prisoners. On 28yNM016, the Special Rapporteur’s
predecessor and other United Nations experts issj@dt statement expressing concern
about the situation of lawyers and human righteléérs, serving heavy sentences for their
peaceful activities or simply for carrying out thprofessional duties. The experts noted that
in addition to detaining human rights lawyers, tlogintinued targeting and harassment by
the authorities had apparently “forced some lawy@tsnit their professional activities or
leave the profession altogether.”

The Special Rapporteur welcomes the declaratiorerbgdPresident Rouhani in November
about the necessity for news media to feel saféevdaing their jobs and notes that similar
declaration had been made in the past. Howevet8dviay 2016, Iran’s parliament adopted
the Political Crimes Bill, which mandates the Jiatig to prosecute such crimes in open
court, before a jury. Certain provisions of thigancluding Article 1 appear to criminalize
attempts to “reform the country’s policies,” andigle 2 reaffirms the Government’s
authority to criminalize the “publication of liesgs well as insults or defamation against

2



government officials such as the president andi&ymities, the head of the judiciary, and
parliamentary members. Moreover, the Governmergpertedly preparing to introduce two
bills to parliament, which, if passed, could furteeode press freedom and freedom of
expression in the country. The first bill is desidrto replace the current restrictive Press
Law, and the second would establish a state orgaoiz Under Articles 609 and 698, of the
Islamic Penal Code, criticizing government offisiak publishing false news is punishable
by 74 lashes. The government however drew thetaiteaf the Special Rapporteur to the
fact that “in Iran insulting committed leaders, @rpersonalities and thinkers, is unthinkable
and many countries including Iran have criminalisadh insulting behaviours”.

Ms. Asma Jahangir regrets that no progress hasrhada towards the ratification of the
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination agg Women and the elimination of legal
provisions, which discriminate women in variouddge It is particularly disturbing that
blatantly discriminatory provisions such as thosetained in the penal code which stipulates
that the value of a woman'’s life is equal to hdldonan’s remain in force in the country. Of
concern is also possible adoption of new discritoinalegal provisions against women.

Child marriage remains legally possible for ginged 13 and for boys aged 15. Even younger
children can be married with the permission ofdbert but the marriage may not be
consummated until puberty. In June, a spokespdmdhe Tehran-based Association to
Protect the Rights of Children stated that childnmages had reached alarming levels and
stressed that approximately 17 percent of all rages in the country involve girls married
with old men. Forced marriages are though prordbiige law.

And still, discriminatory laws and regulations thetuire women to observe the Islamic
dress code, or hijab, continue to be enforced byrgtg and law enforcement officials but
also by citizens in accordance with the 2015 |agjish.

The situation of recognized and unrecognized mligiminorities remains a matter of serious
concern. Bahai's continue to be systematicallyrdisoated, targeted, and deprived them of
the right to a livelihood. The Special Rapporterges the authorities to recognize that
freedom of religion or belief entails the freedathoose a religion or belief, and that
measures restricting eligibility for civil, poliét, social or economic privileges, or imposing
special restrictions on the practice of other &itholate the prohibition of discrimination
based on religion or belief and the guarantee oékgrotection under article 26 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Right

Mullah’s regime reaction on UN human rights report

Iran condemns UN human rights report
9 March 2017 15:03 (UTC+04:00)
http://en.trend.az/iran/politics/2729786.html

The Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram
Qasemi condemned a recent UN report on the state of
human rights in Iran.

Qasemi said the report of Asma Jahangir, the UN
- special rapporteur for human rights in Iran, isfain




and politicized,” the Foreign Ministry’s official @bsite reported March 9.

The Islamic Republic has repeatedly stated thdaesn’t recognize a report which is
prepared by a special rapporteur appointed ondbes lof a resolution adopted on “political
motivations of certain countries”, Qasemi added.

Asma Jahangir presented her 40-page report orisdefdiuman rights violations in Iran
during the 34th session of the Human Rights CoundBeneva.

In the report, Jahangir expressed concerns aboutprevements in the human rights
situation in Iran.

She also voiced concerns over juvenile executipolijcal prisoners being denied medical
care, and the Iranian government’s use of torture.

The report stated that situation in areas like preaelence of judiciary and lawyers as well as
freedom of expression continue to be of seriouseon

Qasemi said Iran has already submitted a detaglggbnse to the special rapporteur over the
“claims” raised in the report before she officigliyblishes it.

He further expressed regret that Jahangir hadalleseeyes on Iran's various developments
in the field of human rights.

The 1988 massacre in Iran

Iran: Repression of those seeking truth and justicéor 1980s killings needs
to stop

March 8, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/iran-regies-of-those-seeking-truth-and-justice-
for-1980s-killings-needs-to-stop/

From right to left: Political prisoner Maryam
Akbari-Monfared, civil rights activist
Mansoureh Behkish, and Raheleh
Rahemipour, who lost several family
members in the 1980s after they were

| executed.

March 8, 2017—In a joint statement, 20
human rights organlzatlons |nclud|ng the Centefoman Rights in Iran (CHRI) called on
the Iranian authorities to stop the harassmernimnidation and prosecution of human rights
defenders seeking truth and justice on behalfdiziduals who were summarily executed or
forcibly disappeared during the 1980s and theirliam

Over the past few months, several human rightsndefes, includingMansoureh Behkish

Maryam Akbari-Monfared andRaheleh Rahemipour have been subjected to harassment,
reprisals or prosecution on vague national secueigted charges for their peaceful efforts to
learn the fate and whereabouts of their loved ofiles.persecution signals renewed efforts by
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the authorities to suppress the struggle that Bas bngoing for over three decades to reveal
the truth about the gross human rights violatitwas were perpetrated by the Iranian
authorities during the 1980s, including the exilgjial executions oéeveral thousands

1988 and their burial in unmarked mass graves.

The latest wave of persecution of those seekirt tnd justice appears to have been
triggered by the release in August 2016 of an atgtiording of a meeting in 1988 in which
senior officials are heard discussing and defenthiegletails of their plans to carry out the
1988 mass executions.

The audio recording has sent shockwaves acrogothery and prompted the authorities to
admit for the first time that the mass killingsl&88 were planned at the highest levels of
governmentAhmad Montazeri, the son of the late Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeho
was at that time the Deputy Supreme Leader, has sieen sentenced to imprisonment for
posting the audio file on his father’'s website.

The undersigned human rights organizations arelgleepcerned about these developments
and call on the Iranian authorities to quash thevimbions and sentences issued against
Maryam Akbari-Monfared, Raheleh Rahemipour and Athidintazeri; close the criminal
case opened against Mansoureh Behkish; and imredatd unconditionally release
Maryam Akbari-Monfared. The authorities should assure a safe and enabling
environment in which it is possible for human rgdefenders, including family members, to
seek information about the mass killings, exprhssiselves without any fear of persecution,
and defend the rights to truth, justice and rejpamats a first step to ending impunity in Iran.

The undersigned human rights organizations urgéréiméan authorities to stop their attempts
to silence human rights defenders and others sgékished light on past atrocities. Instead,
they should respect their obligations under inteomal human rights law to carry out
thorough and impartial investigations into the @esi human rights violations committed in
the 1980s, including the 1988 extrajudicial exemgj and ensure the rights to truth, justice
and reparations for the victims and their families.

Cases of individuals targeted

Individuals who have been targeted in recent mofathseeking truth and justice include
human rights defenders Mansoureh Behkish, MaryalmeAkMonfared and Raheleh
Rahemipour, and the son of the late Ayatollah Hos&k Montazeri, Ahmad Montazeri.

Mansoureh Behkishwas informed on 29 October 2016 that she had blearged with
“gathering and colluding to commit crimes agairaional security” and “spreading
propaganda against the system”. The charges stety Bom her peaceful human rights

work to seek truth and justice, including her waikh the Mothers and Families of

Khavaran, a group comprised of mothers and otheilfanembers of political prisoners
summarily executed during the 1980s, and from Ingldommemorative gatherings at her
home and going with other families to Khavarangaaited mass gravesite in the south of
Tehran where Iranian authorities buried some othbesands of political prisoners
extrajudicially executed in the 1980s, includingridaureh Behkish’s sister, four brothers and
brother-in-law.



Maryam Akbari-Monfared has faced reprisals since October 2016, whenilglgesf formal
complaint from inside prison requesting an offigralestigation into the mass executions of
political prisoners in the 1980s, including herthey and sister; the location of the graves
where their bodies were buried; and the identitthefperpetrators involved. Officials have
cancelled her medical care arrangements for hemmbagoid arthritis and thyroid problems
and restricted visits from her family, includingrhieree children, in retaliation. The
prosecution authorities have also threatened hérmwew charges. According to her family,
the Associate Prosecutor of Evin prison has saMhdt does she want to know? Those who
executed her brothers and sister have either diedapme elderly and her brothers and sister
are probably buried in Khavaran... Such complaingsadimo use. They would only make her
conditions in prison more difficult and impede helease or access to [prison] leave.”

Maryam Akbari-Monfared is serving a 15-year senéeincTehran’s Evin prison on several
charges, including “enmity against Godiigharebely after a May 2010 sentencing. Amnesty
International’s research indicates that her coronctvas based on the fact that she had made
several phone calls to her siblings, who are mesbkthe banned opposition group known
as the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (RjM@&nd had once visited them near the
PMOI-run Camp Ashraf in Iraq. She has consistethiiyied her alleged membership in the
PMOI. She was never provided with a written judgetnsetting out the evidence and legal
reasoning relied upon to convict her. Her husbagldaid that during her trial session, the
judge told her “she was paying for the activitiéher brother and sister with the PMOI”. Her
appeals were dismissed in a summary fashion witleasons provided. Her request for
judicial review is currently pending before Iraisapreme Court.

Raheleh Rahemipourwas sentenced to one year’s imprisonment in Jgrldl7 after

Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran doted her of “spreading propaganda
against the system” for her peaceful efforts toriéhe truth about the whereabouts of her
brother Hossein Rahemipour, who was summarily exelcin 1984, and his baby daughter
Golrou Rahemipour, who was forcibly disappearedidys after she was born in Evin prison.
The prison authorities took the baby away, osténédr medical tests, but never returned her
to her mother. The family was subsequently told bizdy Golrou Rahemipour had died, but
the authorities never provided a death certificat®rmation about her death, or where she
had been buried.

The court verdict issued against Raheleh Rahemigitas her media interviews, her
participation in peaceful gatherings while holdangign that reatiYou killed my brother!
What did you do to his daughter?”, and her sigreatur a petition in support of demands for
truth and justice for those summarily executedeasdence” of acting against national
security. In May 2016, the UN Working Group on Ewfxd or Involuntary Disappearances
sent a communication to the Iranian authoritiehwéigard to the case of Raheleh
Rahemipour’s brother and niece. The authoritiesnmdesponded by the end of February
2017. Raheleh Rahemipour remains at liberty, amgitie outcome of her appeal.

Ahmad Montazeri, the son of the late Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeras sentenced to 21
years’ imprisonment in November 2016 after the &bp&tourt of Clergy convicted him of
several charges including “spreading propagandasigie system” and “revealing plans,
secrets or decisions regarding the state’s domestareign policies... in a manner
amounting to espionage”. The court ruled thatghtliof Ahmad Montazeri's family history
and lack of a criminal record, he only needs teesix years of the sentence. Ahmad
Montazeri’s conviction stems from the publicatidrtlee audio file on his father’'s website,

6



which the authorities said advanced the interestiseoenemies of the Islamic Revolution, and
the media interviews that he subsequently gaveemiaroutlets based outside Iran. Ahmad
Montazeri was imprisoned on 22 February 2017 torbsgrving his sentence, but was
granted temporary prison leave the next day. Heimfasmed several days later that his
prison sentence had been suspended.

Background

Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri was once in linebecome the late Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s successor but he haststatus after he voiced strong
opposition to the 1988 mass killings. In the addereleased by his son in August 2016,
Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri is heard sayinghél'greatest crime committed in the
Islamic Republic, for which history will condemn, s been committed at your hands and,
in the future, your names will go down in histos/aiminals.”

Under international law, individuals against whdrare is evidence of criminal responsibility
for serious international crimes, including thosghveommand responsibility, should be
prosecuted and tried before a court establishddvynd with all necessary procedural
guarantees, in accordance with international fail standards.

If found guilty, they should be punished with agmiate penalties, which take into account
the grave nature of the crimes but which do nduche the death penalty or corporal
punishments.

Signatories:

Abdorrahman Boroumand Foundation

All Human Rights for All in Iran

Amnesty International

Article 19

Association des Chercheurs Iraniens — ACI

Association for the Human Rights of Azerbaijani plean Iran(AHRAZ)
Association of Human Rights in Kurdistan of Iranf@ea — KMMK-G
Front Line Defenders

. Human Rights Activists in Iran

10.Human Rights Watch

11.Insight Iran

12.Center for Human Rights in Iran

13.Iran Human Rights

14. Justice for Iran

15. Kurdistan Human Rights Network

16.Small Media

17.The Baloch Activists Campaign

18.United4lIran

19.Universal Tolerance

20.Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML)

CoNooO~WNE

A Call to Strip Immunities of the Perpetrators of the 1988 Massacre in Iran
Tuesday, 07 March 2017 08:48



http://www.ncriran.org/en/news/hum-rights/22302-a-call-to-striphmunities-of-the-
perpetrators-of-the-1988wasacre-in-iran

NCRI - The Senior Member of the House of Comm
and the Joint Chair of the British Parliament
Committee for Iran Freedom, Sir David Am on
Thursday March 3rd issued an statement by undeg:
a metapartisan initiative in line with the internatior
movement with 80 Members of parliament for justme
litigating those who are responsible for the massat
30 thousand political prisens occurred in Iran in 19¢

The House of Commons in a resolution initiated yD&vid Amess called on the Britic
government to condemn the massacre of 30 thousaititad prisoners occurred in 1988
the crime against the human

The resolutionelies on the audio file released by Ayatollah Maetawhich referred to th
execution of pregnant women and young girls. Tkeltgion also stresses on the fact thai
perpetrators of the massacre of 1988 like the Nénisf Justice, Mostafa Pourmmmadi
have obtained higher positions in the governn

The Common House calls on the UK to take appropnatasures in the UN Council
Human Rights and the Security Council to prosetiutee responsible for these crimes ir
international court.

In his statement, Sir David Amess referred to the el and stated: “the United Natio
can no longer neglect the massacre of politicalgoers occurred in 1988 while the num
of executions is increasing in Iran. We are deeplycerned about the slp rise of death
penalties In Iran and particularly the executiofjuetniles. According to the reports frc
Iran, 87 people have been executed by the autt®nfithe regime in Janue

The right to live has been seriously threatenddain again. Thiculture of impunity for the
violators of human rights, especially the perpetsabf the massacre of 1988 is the n
reason for these dangerous and frightening chat

Sir Amess in his statement referred to the recamarks uttered by Sadegh Zibalm that
confirmed the massacre of MEK members. The remawkted on a ste-run website sugge
that "thousands of members of the people's Mujahefdiran were killed without any trie
proof or evidence during the first years after l$lamic Revolutin”. Following the post, Si
Amess stated: “Sadegh Zibakalam discloses othdegge regarding governmer
involvement in the arbitrary massacre of tens oftifands political prisoners in Ira

The Member of Labor Party in the Parliament folys@ak ¢ Birmingham, Steve McCak
stated: “the Iran regime is not willing to prosextite perpetrators of this massacre a
Instead, they punish those who provide proofs amdkeace about this crime and on the ot
hand, the perpetrators like the Minstf Justice, Mostafa Pourmohammadi are rewal
with high positions in the regin



Under such circumstances, the British governmedtitarallies are responsible for stepping
forward in the UN to prosecute the Iran regimeriten to receive justice for the families of
the victims."

The Deputy Leader of the Liberal Democrats in tloeise¢ of Lords, the Lord Dholakia said:
“the continuing impunity for these violators of hamrights is unacceptable since many
evidence prove that the perpetrators shall be pubed.”

Sir David Amess pointed out that the next sessiadheUN Human Rights Council will be
held in Geneva next week. He said: “this summiural§ the opportunity for the UK to raise
the issue urgently. We urge the British governnteriake effective measures in the UN in
order to recognize and condemn this brutal massectiee crime against humanity. We also
call on the British government to ask the Commissidor the Human Rights, the UN
Human Rights Council, the General Assembly, andstheurity Council to carry out an
investigation in order to try the perpetratorsha massacre of 1988, as also stated in the
parliamentary resolution 448 supported by 80 MembéParliament from all parties on the
massacre of the political prisoners occurred in8li&dran."

the Joint Chair of the British Parliamentary Conteagtfor Iran Freedom, Sir David Amess at
the end said: “we expect the UN to consider ouratehin the next resolution; the demand of
all party Members of the parliament which was dyestipported by the House of Lords as
well as the Western parliament Members regardiagtndition of human rights in Iran. We
call on the British government, the UN Special Rapgur on Iran, and the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights to take necessapsdtavards the goal."

Execution
Iran: Eight Prisoners in Imminent Danger of Execution
These eight prisoners may be executed at any mofiesitr lives are in danger.

https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2808/

Iran Human Rights (MAR 6 2017): Eight
death row prisoners in Iran are in imminent
danger of execution after authorities
transferred them to solitary confinement.

Two prisoners are in imminent danger of
execution in Ghezel Hesar Prison
Alborz province, northern Iran

According to close sources, on Saturday March
4, at least two death row prisoners in Ghezel HBsiaon
were transferred to solitary confinement in prepanafor their executions. The prisoners
have been identified as Isa Charami and Mostafaléaimd Mr Ghorbani is reportedly 23
years of age.

"Isa was sentenced to death on the charge ofdkaffy 160 kilograms of opium. He has been
in prison for the past seven years. Mostafa watesead to death on the charge of trafficking
three kilograms of crystal meth. He has been isgorifor the past two and a half years," a
close source tells Iran Human Rights.



Two prisoners are in imminent danger of executionn Garmsar Prison
Semnan province, northern Iran

According to a report by the human rights news $iRANA, two death row prisoners in
Garmsar Prison were transferred to solitary confiexat in preparation for their executions.
The report identifies the prisoners as Parviz Nedad Bahram Moradgholi. They were
reportedly sentenced to death together on the elargossession and trafficking 820 grams
of narcotics.

Four prisoners are in imminent danger of executionn Zahedan Prison
Sistan and Baluchestan province, eastern Iran

According to another report by HRANA, four deatkwrprisoners in Zahedan Prison were
transferred to solitary confinement in preparafmmtheir executions. Two of the prisoners
are unidentified, the other two have been idemtiis Gol Mohammad Kiazehi and Davoud
Behzad, who were reportedly sentenced to deathuwdencharges and have have been in
prison for the past seven years.

These eight prisoners may be executed at any momeitheir lives are in danger.

Iran: Seven Prisoners Hanged in One Day
Iranian official sources, including the media andidiary, have not announced these
executions.

https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2807/

Iran Human Rights (MAR 6 2017): At least seven
prisoners were executed in Iran on Saturday March
4.

Four prisoners, including two women, hanged at
Rasht's central prison, Lakan
Gilan province, northern Iran

According to close sources, on the morning of StyMarch 4, four prisoners, including
two women, were hanged at Rasht's central prisakai. These four prisoners were
reportedly transferred to solitary confinement befiheir executions. Three of these
prisoners were sentenced to death on murder chdngeso information is available for the
other prisoner. Only one of the prisoner namesi@an, Shah Mohammadi. A fifth prisoner
was also transferred with them to solitary confieatmbut was transferred back to the prison
cell after receiving a postponement approval bycttraplainants on the case file.

Two prisoners hanged at Urmia's central prison, Daya
West Azerbaijan province, northwestern Iran

According to a report by the human rights new $te ANA, on the morning of Saturday
March 4, a prisoner was hanged at Shahroud Pridemigan province, northern Iran) on drug
related charges. The prisoner has been identifddmaael Arab Zamani, sentenced to death
on the charge of possession and trafficking oregkam and 800 grams of crystal meth.
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Prisoner hanged at Shahroud Prison
Semnan province, northern Iran

According to another report by HRANA, at least tprcsoners were hanged on the morning
of Saturday March 4 in Urmia's central prison, Ramyn drug related charges. The prisoners
have been identified as Naji Payam and Eshgh Mo(enown as Ashkan). The report
suggests there may have been a third prisoner valsaigo executed along with Mr. Payam
and Ali.

Iranian official sources, including the media and didiciary, have not announced these
executions.

IRAN: Annual report on the death penalty 2016
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2814/

Revolution Courts which sentence hundreds of petoptieath every year are among the key
institutions responsible for Iran’s violations afedprocess and must be shut down.

IRAN HUMAN RIGHTS (MAR 7,

2017): The 9th annual report of Iran Human
Rights (IHR) on the death penalty gives an
assessment and analysis of death penalty
trends in 2016 in the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

The 9th annual report of the organization
Iran Human Rights (IHR) on the death

: » S penalty in Iran shows that in 2016 at least
530 people were executed in the Islamlc Republicant. Although this number is
significantly lower than the annual execution numshe the past five years, Iran, with an
average of more than one execution per day, renmai2@16 the country with the highest
number of executions per capita.

Commenting on the relative decrease in the 2016utiam figures, Mahmood Amiry-
Moghaddam, the director and spokesperson of IHR SAle welcome any reduction in the
use of the death penalty. But unfortunately there @ no indications that the relative
decrease in the number of the executions in 2016 svdue to a change in the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s policy. Our reports show that in just the first two months of 2017
Iranian authorities have executed at least 140 ppte.”

On the occasion of the launch of the 2016 annyorteon the death penalty in Iran, the
organizations Iran Human Rights (IHR) and ECPM @tnile contre la peine de mort) call

on Iran’s European dialogue partners to push fooeatorium on the use of the death penalty
in Iran and for major reforms in the country’s joidi system which does not at this time meet
minimum international standards.

The report puts special focus on the role of thedRegion Courts as a major source of
arbitrariness and of violations of due procesh@ltanian judicial system. The Revolution
Courts are responsible for the vast majority ofdeath sentences issued and carried out over
the last 37 years in Iran. According to IHR’s 20&fort, at least 64% of all executions in
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2016 and more than 3200 executions since 2010, e based on death sentences issued
by the Revolution Courts. The Revolution Courtslass transparent than the Public Courts,
and Revolutionary Court judges are known for thesalof their legal powers. Trials lasting
less than 15 minutes, lack of access to a chosgretaand sentences based on confessions
extracted under torture are the hallmarks of theoRgion Courts.

On the issue of lack of due process Mahmood Aminghaddam said:A sustainable
reduction in the use of the death penalty is impo#se as long as there is no due process.
Revolution Courts which sentence hundreds of people death every year are among the
key institutions responsible for Iran’s violationsof due process and must be shut dowh

The executive director of ECPM, Raphaél Chenuild#ezaid: We call on every
democratic State and all Iran’s European partners ® make serious efforts to reduce the
death penalty in Iran, and to include Human Rights,and especially the situation of the
death penalty in Iran, in their bilateral and multi lateral dialogues. It is only with
constant and permanent pressure in the dialogue witlran that a good outcome can be
achieved”

IHR and ECPM also call on the Iranian authoritesdlease Ms. Narges Mohammadi
immediately. Narges Mohammadi was sentenced biRéwelution Court to 16 years in
prison, 10 of those years for establishment oftalitionist campaign. The human rights
groups also call for an end to the crackdown oii society and the prosecution of peaceful
civil activists.

Annual 2016 Report at a Glance

« 530 people were executed in 2016 (45% decreaseZfdrh)

« 232 executions (44%) were announced by officiatces

+ 64% of the death sentences carried out in 2016 issued by the Revolution Courts
« 296 (56%) were executed for drug-related charges

» 33 executions were conducted in public spaces

« Atleast 5 juvenile offenders were among those ateet

« Atleast 9 women were executed

« 142 were executed for murder

« 251 of those sentenced to death were forgivem&yamilies of the murder victims

Executions trends in 2016

The 9th annual report on the death penalty in $tesws that the Islamic Republic of Iran
(IRI) executed at least 530 people in 2016. Althotilgs number represents a significant
decrease compared to the annual number of exesutidhe last five years, in 2016 IRI
remains the world’s number one executioper capitawith an average of more than one
execution per day.

12



Monthly Executions 2016
Official Unofficial
11
47
26 ig
33 32
41 65
0
25
31 36 32
3 | 1 20 16 15 18 21
| A _o __1_... [ —  — | — — C— _l —— 2
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Agu Sep Oct Nov Dec

IRAN HUMAN RIGHTS

There is little, if any, indication that the signént decrease in the number of executions is
due to a change in policy of IRI. Iran Human RigtkR) has reported at least 140
executions since the beginning of 2017, suggestiageven if the decrease in 2016
executions resulted from a political decision, itshhave been temporary. Indeed, there was
only one execution reported in the months of Fefyriend March 2016, coinciding with the
two rounds of the Parliamentary elections and taeidn new year Nowrouz. IHR has
previously published a report showing that the akien numbers are low during the two
weeks before elections.

Drug-related executions

In 2016, a debate about the lack of deterrenckhentieath penalty for drug offences took
place in Iran, and in October 150 MPs in the 2%-parliament endorsed a bill that would
end capital punishment for minor drug traffickimespite this, at least 296 people were
hanged for drug offences in 2016, most of thenhéngecond half of the year. This accounts
for about 57% of all executions in 2016. All peopligh drug charges are tried by the
Revolution Courts, often without access to a lawyer

Revolution Courts responsible for majority of the xecutions

The Revolution Courts were established in 197%eyfirst Supreme leader Ayatollah
Khomeini. They were temporary courts designed & déth the officials of the former
regime. However, more than 37 years later theyicoetto operate. All cases regarded as
security-related, such as cases involving politaral civil activists, and others allegedly
involved in corruption and drug-related charges,@ocessed by the Revolution Courts.
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These courts are responsible for the vast majofitiie death sentences issued and carried out
over the last 37 years in Iran. The Revolutionaoyi@s are less transparent than the Public
Courts (both criminal and civil) and Revolution&@wgurt judges are known for grea

& 1 Revolution Courts Criminal Courts
290
156 356
110 106 323
190
679
520
436 474 64 s 210

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

ter abuse of their legal powers than other judBesolutionary Court judges often deny
access to legal representation during the inveastigghase and prevent lawyers from
accessing client files on the basis of confideityiabr that the lawyers have insufficient
“qualifications” to review certain files.

In 2016 at least 64% of all executions were basedeath sentences issued by the Revolution
Courts. According to the reports by IHR, Revolut@ourts are responsible for more than
3200 executions since 2010.

Execution of 25 Sunni Kurdish prisoners: Confessiomnder torture and minutes-long
trials by the Revolution Courts

In August 2016, Shahram Ahmadi (picture) and 240Kurdish
prisoners of the Sunni faith were executed, clthugéh
cooperation with militant Sunni groups.

IHR has credible information that many of thessqmers had
been subjected to torture to extract forced cordass The death
sentences were issued by the Revolution Courtstatiesessions
lasting less than 15 minutes and without any pdggibf defense.
The prisoners were hanged without having a chameed their
families for the last time.
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Execution of juvenile offenders, public executionand other inhumane punishments

In violation of its international obligations, Iraontinued the execution of juvenile offenders
in 2016. According to our report, at least 5 julewiffenders were executed in 2016 in Iran.
Three of the juvenile offenders were reportedlytseced to death for drug offences. Iranian
authorities also carried out public executions aier barbaric punishments such as
amputations, and blinding of eyes. According to 1&lfeports, 34 people were hanged in
public spaces, in front of hundreds of citizendudg children.

Abolition movement

"‘W ‘m The crackdown on the abolition movement reached a

1 peakin 2016, as several activists were sentemced t
" :

long prison terms.

bolish th(; dath penalty).

The Revolution Court in Tehran sentenced the human
rights defender Narges Mohammadi (picture) to 16
years in prison, 10 of the years for establishivg t
abolitionist campaign LEGAM (Step by step to

However, the forgiveness movement, where famdfesurder victims are encouraged to
choose forgiveness instead of the death penaliynéon) kept growing. As in last year, the
number of the families of murder victims who chésgiveness in 2016 was significantly
higher than the number of those who asked forréotgion death sentence for the murder
convicts.

®
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142

Forgiveness Retribution




Legacy of Hassan Rouhani’s first presidential perid: Dialogue with the West and more
death penalty in Iran

This 2016 annual report is being published withy@afew months left in Hassan Rouhani’s
first presidential period. A review of Mr. RouhanB.5 years as President shows that the
number of executions under his presidency wasfsgntly higher than the annual
executions under the previous two periods under &tlinejad. Moreover, despite the
excellent diplomatic relations between IRl and B¢ after the Election of Hassan Rouhani in
2013, the issue of the death penalty has not be¢hecagenda of the bilateral dialogue
between EU and Iran. This might be the reason whgpecific reforms or changes in the
policy with regards to the death penalty were aaptiuring Rouhani’s period. The EU has
admitted that human rights and the issue of théhdaznalty were not on the agenda prior to
2016, and that for the first time in April 2016etRU signalled that after the nuclear
agreement and the lifting of sanctions, “frank ex@ipes on human rights issues” will be part
of the renewed EU-Iran dialogue. The EU also nosetil in its October 2016 report on Iran-
EU relations that “EU sees a major objective witthia political dialogue to reduce the
application of the death penalty; calls for an indilmée moratorium on the carrying out of
death sentences in Iran”.

Recommendations:

On the occasion of launching this annual report, lan Human Rights (IHR) and ECPM
call on Iran’s dialogue partners ta

- Place moratorium on the use of the death penedfyecially death penalty for juvenile
offenders, death penalty for drug offences andipuxecutions, at the top of the agenda
in their talks with Iran

« Push for serious reforms in the Iranian judiciateyn, including dismantlement of the
Revolution Courts

« Demand the immediate release of Narges Mohammaldoter prisoners of conscience

IHR and ECPM call on the Iranian authorities to:

« Impose a moratorium on the death penalty for dftences, while they are considering a
new revision of the Anti-drug law.

« Stop the practice of public executions

- Remove all the death sentences issued for offesaramitted at under 18 years of age

« Immediately release Narges Mohammadi and otheompeis of conscience

- Give all prisoners access to lawyers selected bytelves

« Dismantle the Revolution Courts

- Stop the persecution of lawyers

IHR and ECPM have been collaborating since 20t1He international release and
dissemination of the annual report on the deathajtgnn Iran.

IHR and ECPM see the death penalty as a benchfoatke human rights situation in the
Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Five prisoners hanged in Iran
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2811/

The execution was carried out in front of a crog@eople.

Iran Human Rights (MAR 8 2017): Official and
unofficial sources have reported on the executadns
five prisoners in various Iranian prisons. The
executions were carried out between Saturday and
Sunday.

' Three prisoners hanged at Ghezelhesar Prison

" Alborz Province, northern Iran

According to close sources, on the morning of StyMarch 4, a prisoner was hanged at
Hamedan Central Prison on murder charges. Theraidtas been identified as Bahman
Faridi, 35 years of age.

There are currently 22 prisoners in Hamedan CeRtiabn who are in imminent danger of
execution after their death sentences were condirifdane of these prisoner are in danger of
execution for murder charges, the rest of the paspare sentenced to death on drug related
charges.

A prisoner hanged at Hamedan Central Prison
Hamadan province, western Iran

According to the human rights news agency, HRANWe¢ prisoners were executed at
Ghezelhesar Prison on drug related charges. Theugales were reportedly carried out on
Sunday March 5. Sources close to Iran Human Riggaee also confirmed these three
executions. The prisoners have been identified@a€harami, Mostafa Ghorbani, and Mehdi
Jafari.

A prisoner was hanged in public in Buin Zahra couny
Qazvin province, northern Iran

The Iranian state-run news agency, Mehr, has repan the execution of a prisoner in
public on Sunday March 5 in Buin Zahra (Qazvin pmoe, northern Iran). The prisoner was
reportedly on death row on murder charges. Thertepafirmed the execution by quoting
the press department of the Qazvin Judiciary. Adiogrto the report, the execution was
carried out in front of a crowd of people.

Iran: Two Prisoners in Imminent Danger of Executionon Drug Charges
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2812/

They were arrested in 2010 on the charge of fdogkams of crystal meth.
Iran Human Rights (MAR 8 2017): Two death

row prisoners in Dizel Abad Prison (Kermanshah
province, western Iran) were reportedly transferred
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to solitary confinement in preparation for theieeutions.

According to close soures, the prisoners were fiearexl on Saturday March 4. The prisoners
have been identified as cousins Mehdi Nejati, 88, ldoushang Nejati, 38.

"They were arrested in 2010 on the charge of jufafig] four kilograms of crystal meth.
Their death sentenced to death on December 24,120t Kermanshah Revolutionary
Court," a close source tells Iran Human Rights.

Iran: Four Prisoners Executed
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2813/

Close sources believe the Iranian authorities fwaxecute these three prisoners in public.

wa Iran Human Rights (MAR 8 2017): Two

2 prisoners were hanged at Garmsar Prison
(Semnan province, northern Iran) on drug
related charges and two prisoners were
hanged at Urmia's central prison (West
Azerbaijan province, northwestern Iran) on
murder charges.

.~ According to the human rights news
agency, HRANA, the two prisoners at
Garmsar were hanged on Monday March 6 on the cludngessession and trafficking 820
grams of narcotics. The prisoners have been idedt#s Parviz (Behrouz) Nedaie and
Bahram Moradgholi.

According to HRANA, the two prisoners at Urmia'sittal prison were also hanged on
Monday. The prisoners have been identified as Ram8&abzi and Yousef Alizadeh
(approximately 60 years old).

Close sources have reported on three death roanaris from Urmia's central prison,
charged with serial murder, who were transferreidobthe prison. Close sources believe the
Iranian authorities plan to execute these thresopars in public.

Iran Human Rights had previously reported on twecexions on drug related charges which
were carried out at Urmia's central prison on Syrdarch 4.

Iran: Two Prisoners Executed on Murder Charges
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2815/

One of the prisoners was 21 years of age at the hienallegedly committed murder.

Iran Human Rights (MAR 9 2017): Two

unidentified prisoners were reportedly hanged at Sa
Prison (Mazandaran province, northern Iran) on
murder charges.
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According to the state-run Iranian news agency,mpkhe executions were carried out on
the morning of Monday March 6. The two prisonetegddly committed a murder crime in
March 2013. According to the report, one of thes@ners was 21 years of age at the time he
allegedly committed murder.

Iran: Three Prisoners Executed
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2816/

Iranian official sources, including the Judiciandahe media, have not announced the
executions mentioned in this report.

Iran Human Rights has learned about the
execution of three prisoners, one on drug related
charges, the other two on murder charges.

Iran Human Rights (MAR 9 2017): A prisoner

was reportedly hanged at Maragheh Prison (East
Azerbaijan province, northwestern Iran) on drug
related charges, and two prisoners were reportedly
hanged at Zahedan Central Prison (Sistan &
Baluchestan province, eastern Iran) on murder @sarg

According to close sources, the prisoner at Maradtréson was executed on the morning of
Sunday March 5. The prisoner has been identifidd@sd Seifi, 39 years of age.

"Morad was arrested in autumn 2013 [for possessipone kilogram and 300 grams of
crystal meth and 750 grams of crack on him. He sestenced to death by the Revolutionary
Court," a close source tells Iran Human Rights.

According to the human rights news agency, the &ealsctivists Campaign, the two
prisoners who were executed at Zahedan CentrarPhiave been identified as Gol
Mohammad Kiazehi and Mehrdad Vazifehdad. Mr. Kiazeds reportedly held in prison for
seven years before he was executed while Mr. Viagd#e was held in prison for five years
before his execution. Their executions were repibytearried out on Tuesday March 7.
Three other prisoners were reportedly also schddolbée executed at Zahedan Central
Prison on Tuesday, but their executions were postgpdor unknown reasons.

Iranian official sources, including the Judiciandathe media, have not announced the
executions mentioned in this report.

Iran: Unidentified Prisoner Executed in Public on Murder Charges
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2817/
An unidentified prisoner was executed in publiéront of a mosque in Yazd.

Iran Human Rights (MAR 11 2017):An
unidentified prisoner was reportedly executed in
public on murder charges.
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According to a report by the state-run news agedagme Jam Online, the public execution
was carried out on Thursday March 9 in the cityatd in front of the parking lot of Mullah
Ismail mosque. The report claims that the unidediprisoner and his brother robbed a
jewellery store in August 2015 and killed the jelsl store owner's son in the process.

Torture

Iran: Supreme Court Confirms Amputation Sentence fo Prisoner

At least three other individuals in Iran have disen sentenced to amputation on theft
charges.

https://iranhr.net/en/articles/2805/

Iran Human Rights (MAR 6 2017): Iran's Supreme Court has reportedly confirmed the
amputation sentence of at least one prisoner dhaharges.

According to close sources, branch 32 of the Supr€ourt has confirmed the amputation
sentence for Mostafa Shahi, an individual who was/cted in June 2015 in a court in
Urmia (West Azerbaijan province, northwestern Iran)2014, Mr. Shahi was reportedly
arrested in Urmia by Iranian authorities on théfirges.

"Mostafa is 41 years old and father of a young @ine theft was a result of poverty. To this
day, Mostafa insists that he didn't commit the alctiieft himself, but rather it was the
individual who was with him. During interrogatioridpstafa was forced to accept
responsibility for the crime,” a close source télsn Human Rights.

According to a report by the local Iranian newspdgsrhikhtegan, at least three other
individuals in Iran have also been sentenced tousatipn on theft charges. According to this
report, the individuals are two unidentified brathand an unidentified accomplice. One of
the young men was reportedly also sentenced te gaars in prison, as this was his eighth
theft charge.

Amputation and flogging punishments are cruel atdiman torture, and torture is
prohibited by international human rights standards.

Prisoners of Conscience

Saber Naderi Visited His Family for the First Time
Posted on2nd March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/saber-naderi-visited-fgriilst-time

HRANA News Agency — Saber Naderi was arrested
in Ghorveh city and was transferred to an unknown
location, in December. His family is unaware of his
whereabouts and fate and their follow up has had no
results, so far. Sanandaj Revolutionary Court has
orally announced to his family that his detenti@al h
been extended. The family has been able to meet




him shortly at the detention center in Intelligei@i&ce of Sanandaj for the first time since
the arrest.

A source close to Naderi family told HRANA's repart“Sanandaj Revolutionary Court has
orally announced to the family of Mr. Naderi, dit@cof the Shahir software Poya companies
in Ghorveh city who was arrested on December 4620t his detention had been
extended. But no information about the reason i®alrest and the charges against him have
been provided.”

The source added: “Finally, after 50 days, his fanvas allowed to visit him briefly on
January 25, 2017 in one of the detention centehstelligence Office in Sanandaj.
According to the family, he had lost a lot of wetigind was in critical condition and became
very weak and yellow, but the traces of tortureevsot visible on him. He has said that he
did not know the reason of his arrest, so far lewivs completely innocent and the charge
against him were entirely baseless and false.”

At the end the source said: “Security and judiaigthorities have asked his family to
persuade their son to cooperate and accept tltkatinent, and accordingly, they also have
to address his situation, and get him out of sglitmnfinement and security prison and send
his case to the court.”

HRANA had mentioned in the previous reports regegdhe arrest of this citizen of
Ghorveh, that the security forces first laid siaj@round the house and then about 20
security forces simultaneously stormed into theskeaafter opening the front door and
inspected and cluttered all the furniture and acoontations of his mother’s house.

These forces unlike the existing rules, withoutpghesence of a female agent, attempted to
body search the women, and their personal belosgind in response to the family’s
protests, threatened them with guns and made tleesridmt.

Security forces, after one hour of inspection axah@ning, eventually seized and took two
laptops inside the home and one which belongeleaovife of Mr. Naderi, mobile phones of
all members of family and a number of books andgidets.

At the same time, a number of security agents t@ded the Shahir Narmafzar Pooya
Company located in Second Floor of Sina Buildinhariati Street, and interrogated all
partners of Mr. Naderi and inspected the premisdscamputers.

Imprisoned Iran-Born Swedish Resident Refusing Foo@nd Water in
Desperate Bid for Justice

March 3, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/imprisoneai-born-swedish-resident-refusing-
food-and-water/

Rouhani Officials Ignore Jalali’'s Wife’s Letters

Iranian-born Swedish resideAbhmadreza Jalais
protesting his detainment in Iran since April 2016
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without charge and denial of access to due prdegssfusing food and water.

“On Thursday (February 23) Ahmadreza’s relative$ehran visited him in prison and said
he had lost a lot of weight and was in a bad mestédé,” Mehran-nia told the Campaign for
Human Rights in Iran. “He also has chest and kidraags.”

Jalali stopped eating food on February 15, 201 7shifted to a dry hunger strike on
February 24.

Officials within the administration of President$san Rouhani have meanwhile not
responded to letters from his wife, Vida Mehran;diemanding justice for her husband.

“A month ago (January 2017), | wrote a letter tasstn Rouhani and asked for his help,”
said Mehran-nia. “For the sake of an innocent ertibehind bars, | asked him to look into
the unjust treatment Ahmadreza has received amvéstigate Judge (Abolghasem)
Salavati's death threats. | haven'’t gotten a respget.”

“Is this justice? | also wrote to the judiciary’siman Rights director Mohammad Javad
Larijani and Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zashe said. “None of them have replied
to me.”

Jalali has been repeatedly denied lawyers of legcerand told by his interrogators and the
presiding judge before the start of his trial thatwill besentenced to death

“Judge Salavati rejected Ahmadreza’s first lawdr, Mahmoud Alizadeh Tabatabaee
(prominent human rights lawyer),” Mehran-nia tdhe tCampaign.

“Then, four months ago, the court accepted Ahmadsarew lawyer, Ms. Zeinab Taheri, but
now that we are getting close to the date of tla¢ ttudge Salavati is saying he won’t accept
her either, and Ahmadreza has to find yet anotheyer,” she said.

“Judge Salavati rejected Jalali’s lawyer and deredrttiat the lawyer be changed or a public
defender would be imposed by the court,” she adtladali said he would not change his
lawyer and that if his lawyer was not permittectt@nd the trial, he would not show up in
court either.”

“What could all this mean other than the fact thlmadreza is innocent?” said Mehran-nia.
“They have nothing on him and they just want teetakvay his ability to defend himself in
court.”

“Ahmadreza had no choice but to go on a hungékesta make his voice heard,” she told the
Campaign.

Salavati is infamous for imposing harsh sentencgmliticized cases.
In interviews with the Campaign, several lawyergeheriticized Salavati for ignoring
arguments by the defense in court and bowing talémeands of the prosecution, especially

in cases in which the arresting authority was teedfutionary Guards’ Intelligence
Organization.
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Salavati has presided over many cases agauastnationalsincluding Amir Hekmati, Saeed
Abedini, and Jason Rezaian, who wegkeasedn January 2016 in a prisoner swap deal with
the US.

He is also the presiding judge in current casesagdual nationals including against
Iranian-AmericarSiamak Namazihis father Bagher Namazi, and British-Iranian &am
Zaghari-Ratcliffe.

In all these cases, the victims have been heldowitdue process and under unclear or
unannounced charges, and denied full and propal tegresentation.

“We kept quiet for nine months and didn’t say amyghabout Ahmadreza’s detention
because we thought he would go free, as the atid®kiept saying he would,” Mehran-nia
told the Campaign. “But we've had enough of alstimjustice.”

In April 2016, Jalali, who lives in Sweden with lgfe and two children, was officially
invited by Tehran University to speak about hiswlealge and experience as a disaster
medical response expert.

On April 24, 2016 he was arrested Intelligence Ministryagents and held in solitary
confinement in Evin Prison’s Ward 209 where he wmésrrogated for seven months.

The charges against Jalali have not been publistiased.

The Judiciary’s ongoingnprisonmenif dual nationalgontradictsRouhani’s repeated calls
for expatriates to return to Iran. The growing nemdf arrests also reflects hardliners’
efforts to prevent the engagement with the WedtttteRouhani administration has sought
to encourage.

Iranian-British dual citizetNazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffesentenced to five years in prison in
September 2016, has been held since April 2016idnaAmerican businessm&iamak
Namazj held since October 15, 2015 and his father, &j-p&l Bagher Namazi, held since
February 2016, have both been sentenced to tes yeprison; Iranian-AmericaRobin
(Reza) Shahiniheld since July 2016; has been sentenced tod®8 ye prison, British-
IranianRoya Saberi Nobakhheld since October 2013, has been sentenced¢ao years;
and Iranian-Austrian dual citizé¢famran Ghadeyiheld since January 2016, has been
sentenced to 10 years in prison.

Iranian-AmericarKaran Vafadariheld since July 2016, has not been sentenced yet.

6 Years of Imprisonment for a Refugee, After Returimg to Iran From the
Netherlands

Saturday, 04 March 2017 02:13
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/human-rights/222B@ears-of-imprisonment-for-a-refugee-
after-returning-to-iran-from-the-netherlands

- NCRI - The young man from southern oil reach city o
Ahvaz who had sought asylum in the Netherlands got
arrested by Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) Headquarter

as soon as he returned to Iran. He was then sent¢o&
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years of imprisonment at the trial by the Revoluéiy Court of Ahvaz.

On March 2nd, the website al-Arabiyawrote in this regard: “Zia Savari aged 24 from
Ahvaz returned to this city in March 2016 from thetherlands. He then got arrested by
IRGC Headquarters on April 14th 2016. He was clamgéh "membership in al-Ahwaz
Liberation Movement" and "propaganda against tterie Republic of Iran" and sentenced
to 6 years of imprisonment.

Before going to the Netherlands, Zia Savari haceayat arrested by the security forces
because he was involved in the incidents occurited @ football match. Having been
released on bail, he sought asylum in the Nethésldmereatfter.

Al-Arabiya quoted one of the human rights activisasned Karimi Dahimi and wrote: “as
Zia Savari encountered problems in the Netherlamdading the lack of financial supports
and asylum documents, the reeling situation ofgefis and the negligence of The
Netherlands Immigration Office (IND), he returnedXhvaz. After his return to Iran, He
became arrested since the Revolutionary Court @balplaced his family under pressure
regarding the given bail upon the confiscationheit property."

An Arab refugee in Netherlands named Isa Savadi'gaa Savari was with me for a few
days and he was not linked to any organizatiorottigal circle. He was not involved in any
activities since his asylum case had not been.di&=adid not even participate in the
demonstrations held outside the Iranian embastyeiNetherlands as well."

Revolutionary Guards Seeking “Revenge” by Blocking?olitical Prisoner’s
Hospitalization

March 6, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/revolutiprguards-seeking-revenge-by-
blocking-political-prisoners-hospitalization/

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards are preventing the
hospitalization of political prisonékrash Sadeghi
who needs urgent medical treatment for the effects
of his prolongechunger strikean informed source
told the Center for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI).

“Arash Sadeghi is bleeding in the stomach and

& intestines and his kidneys are not working properly
He can hardly eat and he’s gettlng weaker every gayd the source on March 3, 2017.
“[Evin] Prison doctors have said that he shouldbspitalized and get the treatment he
needs.”

“It was a direct order from the Islamic Revolutiop&uards Corps (IRGC),” added the
source. “The judicial officials themselves haveldsaie IRGC has to give permission (for
Sadeghi’s hospitalization).”

“The IRGC want their revenge from Arash. They dawént him to become a role model for
other prisoners,” continued the source. “They weedly angry about his hunger strike and
that’s why they have prevented his hospitalizata@gpite the prosecutor’s approval,” said
the source.
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“Even his IRGC interrogator said, ‘We will not igbu turn into a hero with your hunger
strike or else every prisoner will think he can pstunder pressure by faking a hunger
strike,” added the source.

“On one occasion (February 6), he was transfemdtham Khomeini Hospital in Tehran, but
that same day he was suddenly returned to prisdnvas not allowed to receive treatment,”
said the source.

Political prisoners in Iran are singled out forgtatreatment, which often includes denial of
medical care.

Arash Sadeghi, a 31-year-old civil rights actiwgent on a 71-day hunger strike from
October 24, 2016 to January 3, 2017 to protestitiest incarceration of his wif&olrokh
Ebrahimi Iraee

An accountant with no previous criminal recordelavas sentenced to six years in prison in
March 2016 for writing an unpublished fantastidakg about the practice of stoning in Iran
and for the content of some of her personal Fadeposts.

On June 7, 2016 Sadeghi began serving a 15-yesammpsentence for “assembly and
collusion against national security,” “propagandaiast the state,” “spreading lies in
cyberspace,” and “insulting the founder of thersmRepublic” for engaging in peaceful
civil rights activism.

He is also demanding a reduction of his sentenseven and a half years in accordance with
Article 134 0of Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, which grants judtdesauthority to reduce prison
terms to only the longest sentence in convictionslving multiple charges.

Sadeghi and Iraee were arrested on September & vid@itheir friendNavid Kamranand
Behnam Mousivandt the couple’s stationary store in Tehran by tsggehthe Revolutionary
Guards’ Sarallah Headquarters.

Kamran and Mousivand were issued one-year prisotesees for “propaganda against the
state.”

Sadeghi’s hunger strike became the numbeiti@meling topicon Twitter on December 20,
2016. More than half a million people tweeted tlseipport for his cause using the
#SaveArash hashtag, according to CHRI’s research.

Iran: civil rights activist re-arrested
March 6, 2017
http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2017/03/06/iran-cisdhts-activist-re-arrested/

Majid Asadi, a 34 year-old former political prisonkas
been held in Tehran’s Evin Prison under interragasince
February 18th.

He had been working as a translator in a privatepamny
and the reason for his arrest is still unknown.
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He suffers from a gastrointestinal disease aftehbinger strike in March 2014 and his
conditions have deteriorated due to being deniedicaktreatment during his time in prison.

Mohammad Amin Agushi’s Pardon Request Rejected
Posted oni7th March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/mohammad-amin-aqushisgrardquest-rejected#more-18675

HRANA News Agency — Central Commission of
Pardon in Tehran has rejected the request for of
Mohammad Amin Agushi, security prisoner of Tabriz
prison. This is while West Azerbaijan’s Commissain
Pardon had approved this request. This security
prisoner is serving in prison since 2008.

-~
Y/ A close source to Mr. Agushi told HRANA's reporter,
[@%@ﬁm “During a call that Mr. Agushi had with Central Ean

| Commission in Tehran, he was told that his requeast

rejected. He then spoke with prison authoritiesuabo
this injustice and he was told that the intelligeservice officers added a report to his case,
stating that the imprisonment had not changed him”.

This informed source continued, “The military coli@s summoned him few time regarding
his letters and warned him. Apparently, after tthie, case was asked to be sent to Tabriz. Mr.
Agushi requested for visiting military prosecutorarder to be able to discuss his illness and
a year and half that is left from his sentence”.

HRANA had previously reported that Mohammad Amiru8hi is being held captive in
guarantine ward of Tabriz prison for 4 months iruacertain condition. Mr. Agushi is
suffering from kidney disease, back pain and skesgrof breath. Lack of coordination
between authorities left his case “semi-open” asmd aonsequence he was kept in a
designated temporary location for 4 months.

Mohammad Amin Agushi was arrested on Septembe2@3/ on charge of espionage and
cooperation with Iragi Kurdistan. After 7 monthsd&20 days of interrogations in central
prison of Uremia and in solitary confinement, imian base of the intelligent service, he
was released after 8 months on a bail of 1500amillRR by branch number 2 of military
court of Uremia.

He was plead guilty in all charges by judge Hafémf@rri and judge Samimi in branch
number 2 of military court of Uremia and transferte central prison of Uremia. After 4
months and after 5 sessions he was sentencedttolmefire squad, by judge Hafiz Ghafari.

After appealing, his case was sent to the supremg and processed in branch number 31
by judge Mohammad Salimi, and the death sentensecarafirmed based on article 109 of
the constitution.

In 2010 the retrial request was approved and the w@s opened again and was processed in
branch number 31, but this time the sentence whgesl to10 years prison in exile.
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He was transferred to Zahedan prison in July 284@,after one year and by the approval of
prosecutor of military court, he was sent to fugbu

Iraj Mohammadi and Mohammad Amin Agushi were trangfd to Tabriz prison from
Zahedan, last March.

Saeid Eghbali Released Temporarily
Posted on7th March, 2017

https://www.en-hrana.org/saeid-eghbali-released-
temporarily

HRANA News Agency — Saeid Eghbali, civil rights
activists, who was arrested along Golrokh Irai, was
released after being transferred to ward 2-A of the
IRGC. He needs to appear in the court soon, reggrdi
| the laid charges.

= According to the report of Human Rights ActivisteWws
Agency (HRANA), Saeid Eghbali, civil rights activis
was arrested along Golrokh Irai, on January 22 teardsferred to ward 2-A in Evin prison.

Mr. Eghbali, who is a friend of Arash Sadeghi ararGkh Irai, had faced different charges
during interrogations in ward 2-A, which is an agaahation of his posts in social media.

Despite the short time of his detention, interrogashowed him a paper and told him that
his case was sent to the court.

Insulting the supreme leader, insulting officialsregarding orders of Quran and opposing
death penalty, supporting security prisoners, b&ingpntact with Shahin Najafi, sacriledge
and attending the meetings of mothers of poligicedoners and victims of 2009 and
executions, are some of the charges against him.

A close source to Saeid Eghbali told HRANA's repartlt is interesting that the case was
completed and sent to the court before the arrastmade. Saeid is told that he would be
contacted by the court regarding submitting higpbeine, and after that he was released
temporarily until his trial session”.

Iran: Brutal Attack of Special Prison Guards on Setion 4 of Evin Prison
Thursday, 09 March 2017 19:50
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/human-rights/223&0+-brutal-attack-of-special-prison-
guards-on-section-4-of-evin-prison

™ NCRI - Political prisoners of Evin prison in a

- %1 statement condemned the attack of special
prison guards on prisoners and called for help
for these prisoners while explaining the situation
of prisoners and pressures exerted on them.




Part of the statement of political prisoners inrERrison is as follows:

"Today Tuesday March 7, prison guards and hiredidpas of judge Abolgasem Salavati
attacked Section 4 of Hall 11 several times.

The number of prisoners in Hall 11 is fifty andtls¢ednesday, a prisoner named Seyyed
Iman Mousavi, attempted suicide because of presaingrison wardens and was
immediately taken to hospital.

On Sunday night March 5, another prisoner nameddvi8arabi committed suicide due to
big pressures and he too was transferred to hbgpitafter a quick check up was returned
to Section 4 of Hall 11.

Twice daily and sometimes at nights, club wieldaggnts of prison named Bagheri and
Mohammadi, the new head of Section 4, and otheppnwardens beat prisoners with clubs
and shockers and with tear gas so badly that tegrhe bruised and dark.

Today five prisoners by the names of Reza SakihiAfKiani, Seyyed Iman Mousavi, and
Mehdi Sarabi were tortured so badly that they weddlood, and Mohammadi, the Section
chief, has beaten their fingers with club so munat their fingers have been broken and their
hands and faces are swollen and bloody, and they me¢ even transferred to the clinic for
treatment.

In Section 4 of Hall 11 crimes are being committeat in this month, three people
committed suicide and every protest is faced withtimg.

We are asking all human rights activists and dedentbr help for these prisoners most of
whom have been brought to this Hall by the ordefunfge Salavati. Every day and most
nights in the recent month, we, the political pniecs of Hall 12 have been witnessing the
sounds of torture of these prisoners and can hertatie to hear this much suffering of our
fellow countrymen in the prison. We desperatelyfashelp for these prisoners because they
are deprived of the least even medieval rights.”

Long-term prison sentences without an attorney
March 9, 2017
http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2017/03/09/long-tepnison-sentences-without-an-attorney/

Political prisoners Emadodin Molazehi and Hafez Magy
Jahandide were sentenced to 15 and 10 years betuisd
respectively.

They were put on trial in a closed court on Sundakout
access legal representation.

The judiciary issued the sentences based on oirdensthe
Ministry of Intelligence and the political prisaisédefenses
were |gnored at the trial, according to a souroselto the defendants.
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The two were surprised in court to realize theyenadso charged with “membership in ISIS”
and “smuggling ammo and explosive”. Their casesweferred to the court before they
were aware of such charges or had selected a latingesource added.

Iran: Complaint of a Number of Prisoners to the High Commissioner for
Human Rights

Friday, 10 March 2017 02:58
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/human-rights/223&i-complaint-of-a-number-of-
prisoners-to-the-high-commissioner-for-human-rights

NCRI - A group of prisoners in Gohardasht in a
letter to the High Commissioner of Human Rights
of the United Nations called for immediate action
to prevent heavy noise diffusion on prisoners in
this prison.

A statement issued by the prisoners says that
increased noise has caused chronic headaches,

. nausea and unusual dizziness for them and in this
regard prison off|C|aIs told them that it was ydamlt because you leak news of prison to
outside. The text of the statement is as follows:

United Nations Human Rights Council
Hon. Zaid Raad AlHussien:

We are sending you this report while over the gddtours, more than 7 of our cellmates
have been transferred to the hospital with chrbeadaches, nausea and unusual dizziness
and even there, except giving few pain killershimag else is done.

Prison doctors also know that with making seveaxgéted windows and doors and all air
vents with sheet metal on the pretext of prevenpingponers’ communications and transfer of
news, and installing more than fifteen Static Traitter and Jammer devices (ie one machine
per five square meters), the situation would ndbéiter.

Air pollution resulting from the lack of air ciration and waves and their interferences show
evident effects. But prison officials say it is ydault for leaking prison news outside and
later, higher authorities would blame us... !l

From their viewpoints we are guilty and they alevaéd to do whatever they want. In
addition to the harsh conditions of the past, agpressure and beatings and interrogations,
arbitrary and later solitary confinements and fglites, the two above mentioned cases
(blocking air vents and jammers) have recently hetmsified a great deal, and no authority
considers these issues as followable. Thereforaskeou to take urgent action.

Gohardasht prison in Karaj, March 2017

Iran: Political prisoner held in ward of dangerouscriminals
March 10, 2017

29



http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2017/03/10/iran-poli-prisoner-held-in-ward-of-dangerous-
criminals/

- Vahid Sayadi Nasiri, a political prisoner, has baefd in
Ward 4 of Tehran’s Evin Prison since Novembeéf 12
where ordinary prisoners are jailed.

Authorities agreed to reply his requests followimg 40-
day hunger strike protesting his punitive transbethis
ward. However, 10 days later he has not been eeaesf to
the political ward and is recently denied any tktape

contact or family visit.

It is worth noting that this prisoner was sevetsdaten on February szy two violent
offenders causing him neck injuries.

Nasiri has been arrested in October 2015, andsegdeo eight years behind bars.

Grave and Baseless New Charges Against Imprisonechhian-American

and Wife
March 10, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/new-chafragainst-imprisoned-iranian-american/

March 10, 2017—Serious and baseless new
charges have been brought against Karan
Vafadari and Afarin Nayssari, the dual-
national Iranian-American and his wife who
have been imprisoned in Iran’s Evin Prison
without any evidence of wrong doing or due
process for almost eight months.

The couple, art gallery owners in Tehran who aoepnent in the Iranian artistic and
cultural community, werarrestedy Iran’s Revolutionary Guards Intelligence Orgaation

at Tehran’s airport on July 20, 2016—ostensiblysenving alcohol in their home and
hosting mixed-gender parties. The new chargesilei@ta ablog by Vafadari's sister, Kateh
on March 8, 2016, include attempting to overthrbe kslamic Republic and recruiting spies
through foreign embassies.

Their imprisonment, the latest in a long stringases, reflects the determination on the part
of the Guards and their cohorts in the Judiciamptinidate dual nationals from western
countries and exact a brutal cost for those whe dderact with diplomats and foreigners
from the West.

The Center for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI) calls tiee immediate and unconditional
release of Karan Vafadari and Afarin Nayssari, véhiogprisonment on completely
unsubstantiated charges and without any evidenegarfgdoing represents a brazen
defiance of the law.

“With complete impunity, the Guards and their acptioes in the Judiciary are destroying
the lives of innocent people,” said Hadi Ghaemeaetive director of CHRI. “They grab
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people and throw them into prison without any emteor the ability to defend themselves,
and then hand-pick a judge who will press homeatteck with a conviction and harsh
sentence.”

The case has been marked by continuous denialsegbicess from the start. As detailed in
theblog by Vafadari’s sister:

Shortly after the couple’s arrest they were takehandcuffs to their home and then to their
gallery, where items of art were either confiscaiedestroyed.

They were denied access to counsel for months alddidr extensive periods in solitary
confinement.

During intensive interrogations, Afarin Nayssaristald to spy on her friends in the art
world and her husband; when she refused, she wasned to solitary confinement.

Most of the original charges were dropped by tles@cutor for lack of any evidence.

The earlier charges included serving alcohol initse and organizing mixed-gender
parties for diplomats—even though Vafadari is Zetnan and under Iranian law not subject
to Islamic laws on alcohol and mixed gatherings.

The judge selected for the case was Abolgasem &glawotoriously hardline judge
routinely picked for dual national cases and opf@iticized cases in which the Guards and
the Judiciary are seeking an unquestioning anchiraisg.

At the preliminary hearing, the earlier chargesgexd due to lack of any evidence were re-
instated by Judge Salavati.

Judge Salavati did not allow the couple’s lawyebeégoresent at the preliminary hearing—
and ordered the couple to dismiss their lawyer.

“Of course the Guards and the Judiciary are dengugprocess to those they imprison
unjustly,” said Ghaemi, “because if they had tcspré evidence, allow full access to a
lawyer, and let an independent Judiciary rule @enddise, these people would all be
immediately freed.”

The imprisonment of Vafadari and Nayssari also appmotivated by greed: the Islamic
Republic has a long and documented history of ulnldywconfiscating private property,
especially that belonging to those with whom thinarities do not favor. The family of
Vafadari reported continuous calls right after tbeple’s arrest demanding money, and
noted that the charges brought would allow thewseinf the couple’s extensive properties.

In apublic letterby the former Italian Ambassador to Iran, Robdidscano, the Ambassador
expressed outrage at Vafadari's and Niasari’'s tams refuted the authorities’ justification
for their detention, saying that “One has to béytgullible and the easy victim of
propaganda” to accept such charges. He contindéa, feason must be a different
one...political blackmail toward the US (of which yhare also citizens), envy for their
success, intimidation toward the Zoroastrian comigudesire to grab their properties, [and]
repression of contemporary art.”
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Vafadari’s sister, Kateh, has implored “all thoseowstand for civil liberties, artistic freedom,
minority rights and Iran’s self-determination...[to}ite letters of suppowsking for Karan
and Afarin’s immediate release” to Iran’s Permaridission to the UN and to Iran’s Head of
the Judiciary.

Dual National Robin Shahini Serving 18-Year PrisorSentence in Iran
Proclaims Innocence in Letter

March 10, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/dual-nadibrobin-shahini-18-year-prison-
sentence/

. “Don’t let me remain in this prison as an innocent
man.”

Robin (Reza) Shahinan Iranian-American dual
national sentenced to 18 years in prison in October
. 2016 during a visit to Iran, has proclaimed his
‘ ! é innocence in a letter urging human rights groups
and international organizations to work for hisese.

“I came to Iran to visit my family (on May 25, 201iéecause | thought the government’s
attitude towards citizens had changed (aftassan Rouhartiecame president in 2013) and
(the government) wanted to open a new chaptes imiéractions with the people on the basis
of human rights,” he wrote in the letter, a copywiich was obtained on March 7, 2017 by
the Center for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI).

“But unfortunately on (July 11) | was arrested faise reasons and sentenced to a total of 18
years in prison in annfair trialat Branch 1 of the Gorgan Revolutionary Court,’shéal.

Currently being held in Amirabad Prison in the @fyGorgan (approximately 190 miles
northeast of Tehran), Shahini has beemwnger strikesince February 15, 2017 to protest his
unjust sentence and harsh prison conditions.

“My only sin was that as a responsible human bdiegpressed my views about my
homeland, which is the right of every citizen,”ddded. “Don’t let me remain in this prison
as an innocent man.”

Sources close to Shahini believe he was arrestéaebigevolutionary Guards’ Intelligence
Organization because of his social media and bésgimgs on Iranian politics, and because
of comments he had previously made about Iran tet¥vie media, including during
interviews with Voice of America, which is bannexthe Islamic Republic.

“I am now in Amirabad Prison in Gorgan,” wrote Shmaln his letter. “This place is
dangerous for my asthma and could kill me. | ameuradl sorts of restrictions here that
obviously have an adverse effect on morale.”

“On February 14, the prison staff came inside tlaedwo carry out an inspection,” an
informed sourc@reviouslytold the Campaign. “When they saw Reza’s diargytheat him

32



up and insulted him. They told him, ‘Do you thifks is America? You think you can do
whatever you like?’ and took his diary away.”

“But the diary is just one incident,” added the meu “Reza also gets insulted by Gorgan
Prison staff because he lived in America. They lo@ti names like ‘foreigner’ and ‘spy.’
He’s completely isolated and has become psychatigiweak.”

In his letter, Shahini said he has “not been a negrabany political group... But like any
person, | do have political views.”

“I reject all forms of violence and oppose politisahemes,” he said. “I believe that every
citizen, regardless of position, status, ethniggyigion or gender, has the right to express
views on domestic or world affairs.”

Recalling the widespread protests against Irarsputed 2009 presidential election, Shahini
wrote: “At the time (in the US), | too participatedpeaceful demonstrations (for democratic
reforms in Iran), which is the right of every cdiz as recognized in tt@nstitution... |

have not engaged in any violent activities agaangtcountry or individual, but at the same
time, | have tried to express my views as a studeatresponsible individual.”

Regarding photos of him standing next to Iraniapagtion figures living in exile posted on
Facebook, Shahini said: “I have met many peopl@abus gatherings in my life and posted
some of the pictures, including with those who aggptie Islamic Republic. But | have not
interacted with anyone who supports violent pditiaction.”

Born in Iran, Shahini, 48, has been living in th® &lnce 2000 and had settled in California,
where he received a bachelor’s degree in intemaligecurity and conflict resolution from
San Diego State University.

On July 11, 2016 he was arrested while visitingtreés in Iran. Three months later, the dual
national was sentenced to a total of 18 yearsigopifor “acting against national security,”
“participating in protest gatherings in 2009,” “latdorating with Voice of America (VOA)
television” and “insulting the sacred on Facebob¥’the Revolutionary Court in Gorgan.

In cases involving convictions on multiple charg&dicle 134 of Iran’s Islamic Penal Code
allows for only the longest sentence to be semeaking Shahini eligible for parole after
serving nine years for the charge that receivedhénshest sentence: “collaborating with
enemy states through Voice of America.”

The judiciary’s ongoingmprisonmenbf dual nationals, usually arrested by the
Revolutionary Guards’ Intelligence Organizatiorttoe Intelligence
Ministry, contradictsRouhani’'s repeated calls for expatriates to retorrinan.

The growing number of arrests also reflects haedéinefforts to prevent the engagement
with the West that the Rouhani administration gkt to encourage.

Iranian-British dual citizetNazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffesentenced to five years in prison in
September 2016, has been held since April 2016idnaAmerican businessm&iamak
Namazj held since October 15, 2015 and his Iranian-Acaerifather, 80-year-old Bagher
Namazi, held since February 2016, have both besterseed to ten years in prison; British-
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Iranian dual nationdRoya Saberi Nobakhheld since October 2013, has been sentenced to
seven years in prison; and Iranian-Austrian du#&emn Kamran Ghaderiheld since January
2016, has been sentenced to 10 years in prison.

Iranian-AmericarKaran Vafadariheld since July 2016, and Iranian-born Swedisfdent
Ahmadreza Jalijiheld since April 2016, have not been sentenced ye

Arash Sadeghi Transferred to Ward 350 of Evin Prisa
Posted on11th March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/arash-sadeghi-transfewadi-350-evin-prison#more-18695

HRANA News Agency — Arash Sadeghi who had
gone on hunger strike, concurrent the re-arrest of
Golrokh Irai, his wife, was transferred recently to

ward 350 where he has the minimum contact with
outside.

According to the report of Human Rights News
Agency in Iran (HRANA), this prisoner, who had
started his second hunger strike after 71 days of
~ hunger strike in the first go, is in a poor health

. condition and lack of medical care.

Mr. Sadeghi had been transferred to ward 2-A oRbeolutionary Guards, in Evin prison,
“under the pretext of” transition to hospital, aafter three days he was transferred to ward
350. His personal belongings including his “watol avedding ring” have disappeared in
this moving.

Arash Sadeghi, civil activist imprisoned in Evinden, had started a hunger strike,
demanding a fair trial for his wife, Golrokh Iran@dthen ended after 71 days with the
promise of helping by the authorities on January 3.

However, after two weeks of sending Golrokh on égand while Arash had ended his
hunger strike, the authorities breached their pserand arrested Mrs Irai and returned her to
prison, on January 22, so Arash, despite his vetigal physical condition due to his long
term hunger strike went on hunger strike agaiprtdest against the authorities breach of
promises.

At the same time of Mr. Sadeghi’s second hungéestsecurity forces transferred him to
ward 2-A of the Revolutionary Guards and then todA&b0, to a quite isolated ward with a
handful prisoners there.

A close relative of Sadeghi family told HRANA's m@er: “At the moment Arash is held in
ward 350, which has no phones and he is still arghustrike. Arash was kidnapped under
the pretext of taking to hospital, and after hogdimm in ward 2-A, he was transferred to
ward 350. His personal belongings, including hisolwvand wedding ring were stolen in this
moving.”
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It should be mentioned that, specialist hospitataioconfirmed that he had stomach
bleeding up to 12.5%, shortage of hemoglobin (aagmserious and severe lung infection
and had to be hospitalized for at least 4 to 5 days

However, due to the prosecutor’s, prison securiyid Sarallh Corps’ pressures and despite
the doctors’ resistance, he was returned to Evsopr

It should be noted that the leave order for Araatieghi which was issued on collateral, is
now applicable, but this prisoner is still deprivadeing sent on leave.

Women'’s Rights

Recent suicides highlight ongoing Iranian human rigts abuses

By Soona Samsami, opinion contributor - 03/05/100PM EST
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/internatiof812425-recent-suicides-highlight-ongoing-
iranian-human-rights

In January, a young woman in Iran committed suididt®v, sadly, suicides
TH havg pecqme ingreasingly common among Iranian wcdn'erto a variety of
HILL social ills, including state-mandated misogyny.,BatMahdis's case, it

happened one day after she was released from pBéenwas sexually abused
by Iranian suppressive forces.

At only 26, the aspiring engineer was taken intstody by intelligence agents on Jan. 24.
She was not the same after being released. Herefsgenbled that of a 23-year-old political
science student who also took her own life aftensiing four months in prison.

Recently, Amnesty International released a damrepgrt, condemning Tehran for "heavily"
suppressing "the rights to freedom of expressissoeiation, peaceful assembly and religious
belief."

"Women and girls," it added, "faced pervasive vigke and discrimination.”

The report went on to highlight the regime's "estea use of the death penalty, carrying out
hundreds of executions, some in public.”

"At least two juvenile offenders were executed2016.

Since the start of 2017, the theocracy has beetduobting an execution every 8 hours, on
average. In the first two weeks of February, 25tgavere among the victims, all under the
age of 30. There are officially 160 juveniles omiterow in Iran, but the real figures are
much higher.

All this is happening under the regime's so-calledderate” president Hassan Rouhani, who

has managed to captivate some western businestesade opportunities after the Iran
nuclear deal.
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Meanwhile, the regime's assortment of suppressirae$ have been unleashed to quash basic
freedoms. Recently, a 14-year-old girl was beatwhaarested by "morality police" for
wearing ripped jeans on her birthday.

Two women in the city of Dezful were arrested fidirrg a motorcycle. A local police
commander told the state-run news agency that dmeen "committed an action against
revolutionary norms and values by riding a motoleyc

The mullahs have spent close to four decades ssgipgedissent, torturing or killing people
for their beliefs, legalizing and institutionaliggmisogyny, executing opponents on the
streets, chopping off limbs and stoning women tathle

But, the vast scale of their crimes does not dtepet In the summer of 1988, the Iranian
regime executed as many as 30,000 political prispmeost of whom were young supporters
of the main opposition, Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK).

In an audio tape published for the first time Kggust, the regime's former no. 2 official,
Hossein-Ali Montazeri, is heard telling other regiwfficials that the executions amount to
"the biggest crime in the Islamic Republic, for athihistory will condemn us."

Montazeri, who died in 2009, had also admitted ¢gd¢ as young as 15 and pregnant
women were among the victims of the 1988 massacre.

On March 1, Six human rights groups with consul&astatus to the United Nations human
rights body joined together to issue a statemetit@¢aurrent session of the Human Rights
Council condemning the 1988 massacre.

These rights groups recommended that the UN higinmassioner for human rights and the
UN Human Rights Council appoint an internationahoaission to investigate the massacre.

They also called on the special rapporteur on thedn rights situation in Iran, Asma
Jahangir, and the special rapporteur on the pramati truth, Pablo de Greiff, to conduct
separate inquiries into the massacre.

In light of the regime’'s abhorrent human rightssas, western governments cannot morally
or strategically engage the mullahs. The UnitedeStahould adopt a firm and principled
policy that holds Tehran accountable for its criraed terrorism and embraces the
democratic aspirations of the Iranian people, thestd true allies.

Too many of Iran's young girls have been mistreabdsed, tortured and killed. Mahdis,
should have been alive to rebuild Iran. If the $amds of young women and men were not
massacred by a brutal regime in 1988 or througtimipast 40 years, they would have had
an opportunity to create a democratic, peaceful;maclear and generous Iran.

It is time to stop being silent about human rigitisises in Iran. Enough is enough.
Samsami is the representative in the United Statebie National Council of Resistance of

Iran (NCRI), which is dedicated to the establishbhm@ra democratic, secular, and non-
nuclear republic in Iran.
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Iran: 11,000 women victims of domestic violence

Created: 06 March 2017
http://women.ncr-iran.org/iran-women-news/3719-41d4r000-women-victims-of-domestic-
violence

A government official announced that 12,000 cages o
child abuse and 11,000 cases of domestic violeage h
been registered by the National Welfare Organimatio

Habibollah Massoudi, the organization's deputy for
social affairs, did not specify the span of timeiog
which these cases have been recorded.

In the announcement made on March 4, 2017, Masseudaled that the bill to support
children and youths has remained in the parliarfergeveral years without being ratified.
(The state-run ILNA news agency — March 4, 2017)

Iran: 30 young women and men arrested in party in Awaz

Created: 06 March 2017
http://women.ncr-iran.org/iran-women-news/3721-8hyoung-women-and-men-arrested-
in-party-in-ahwaz

Over 30 young men and women were arrested in § part
in Kianpars district of Ahwaz, southern Iran. Tivegre
arrested on Friday, March 3, 2017, by moral segurit
forces and remain in detention since.

Earlier in December 2016, fifty-four girls and boysre
arrested in a party iAbadan In November another 23

A Vi = W8 persons were arrested in a mixed-gender partyenobn
the gardens dbezful (The state-run IRNA news agency — March 3, 2017)

Ahwaz is the capital of the southwestern provincKlwzistan, and Abadan and Dezful are
two of its major cities.

I[ran: Activist woman remains incarcerated in undecded state

Created: 08 March 2017
http://women.ncr-iran.org/iran-women-news/37364&mtivist-woman-remains-incarcerated-
in-undecided-state

Massoumeh Zi@ontinues to remain incarcerated in an
undecided state after two months.

She is incarcerated in the notorious Ward 209 ef&hin
Prison. Her family said investigations into herechave
not concluded yet and no verdict has been issugdkeio
release.
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Ms. Zia was arrested on January 6, 2017, at tipe@iupon arrival from a family visit
abroad.

Freedom of Expression

Iranian editor held months without access to lawyer
March 7, 2017 1:02 PM ET
https://cpj.orq/2017/03/iranian-editor-held-monthishout-access-to-lawye.php#more

o ~Iranian security forces raided the home of Tah&igihi,
CP] ot T g cial affairs editor at Iran's government-fun@euina

) News Agencyand detained her on December 27, 2016,
according tanedia report&nd human rights groups. Two months after hesgriige
journalist was still held in Evin Prison near Tatra

The news websitéeytounreported her arrest in a brigéws itemat the time. Iran's semi-
official ILNA news agencyeported at the time that the journalist was scigpkof
"propagandizing against the state,"” though shensaformally charged with any crime.
According to theCenter for Human Rights in Iraa New York-based advocacy group, prison
guards on February 13 briefly allowed the journameak with her family on the phone. She
told them "not to wait for her,” the center repdrte

In late February, the Iranian diaspora news welbsiteWire and the Farsi service of the
U.S.-government-funded broadcasteice of Americaquoted unnamed sources as saying
that interrogators physically abused Riahi, injgriver left eye. Borna's public relations
office disputed those claims instatementThe news agency is funded by Iran's Youth and
Sports Ministry.

Prior to working at Borna, Riahi had worked for el reformist newspapers, including
ShargandMardomEmrooz according to the reformist new webdfteleme Security forces
arrestecher following Iran's 2009 presidential elections.

Iran is scheduled to hold presidential electiorsmgn May. Iranian authorities have cracked
down on independent or critical journalists ahebplast electionsCPJ researcihows.

Labor and Guilds’ Rights

A Baker Committed Self-Immolation in Ardabil and Died
Posted on5th March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/baker-committed-self-imatigin-ardabil-died#more-18667

HRANA News Agency — A baker committed self-
immolation in front of the General Office of Indost
Mines and Trades in Ardabil province. He was
transferred to a hospital in Tabriz with 90% buansl
lost his life despite medical treatment.

According to the report of Human Rights Activists

News Agency in Iran (HRANA), based on rumors, the
Department of Flour and Bread in Ardabil had refuse
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to give flour to this baker, due to his previoubtdeand accordingly the baker committed
self-immolation as an objection, in front of thedaetment of Industry, Mine and Trade.

According to the latest information, this baker wrasnsferred for treatment to Tabriz, but
eventually lost his life in the hospital on Januady

It is said that, a number of Commerce Departmestiff had taken photos and recorded
some videos from this incident, however, secuptgés confiscated their mobile phones and
the pictures were removed from phones. Also thieer present at the scene threatened the
people not to publish any news about the incident.

Ethnic Minorities’ Rights

3 Arab Activists Arrested in Ahvaz
Posted on6th March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/3-arab-activists-arresthdaz#more-18669

HRANA News Agency — Eisa Domaney
(Haddad), Mojahed Zargani, and Naji Heydari,
three Arab citizens from Ahvaz, were arrested and
taken to an unknown place by the security forces.

¢ wi : According to the report of Human Rights Activists
AL é News Agency in Iran (HRANA), Eisa Domaney
taladd W i) . "'"" (Haddad), Mojahed Zargani, and Naji Heydari,
o B0 shwer) ) g W s - three Arab citizens from Ahvaz, were arrested and
. o ’ s 800l taken to an unknown place by the Intelligence
@ @Uﬁﬂﬂm@ @i%ﬂ@ffﬁ agents in Ahvaz at 3 am on Monday, January 16,

2017.

»

Eisa Domaney, 43, has two children and is a joishahd teacher of Arabic language. Mr.
Domaney used to give speeches in scientific sesitée also used to hold Arabic language
classes.

Mojahed Zargani, 36, has a child and is a poetaareident of the Zargan region. Mr.
Zargani who was a student of Arabic Language atetature, and also the owner of a shop,
is one of the founders of a charitable organization

Naji Haidari, 38, has two children and is a teadret translator of Arabic Language and
Literature. He is a resident of Mashali Street snohe of the Teachers’ Union’s activists and
is a well-known teacher of Arabic in Ahvaz.

It is noteworthy that, so far, the families of teekree civil activists have no accurate
information regarding the reason of their arrest #reir whereabouts.

Siamak Mirzaee Sentenced to 10 Years in Prison artlYears Exile
Posted on8th March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/siamak-mirzaee-senten€egehrs-prison-2-years-exile
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HRANA News Agency — Siamak Mirzaee, security
prisoner in Evin Prison, was sentenced to 10 years
prison and two years of exile to Tabas.

According to the report of Human Rights Activists
News Agency in Iran (HRANA), Public and
Revolutionary Court in Baharestan in Tehran, peid
by Judge Hasani, sentenced Siamak Mirzaee Turkish
(Azeri) activist to 10 years in prison and two yeaf
exile to Tabas on charge of “forming an illegal gpo
with the aim of disrupting the national security.”

This sentence was issued while based on a 6-padietwhich was delivered to the lawyer
of Mr. Mirzaee, no evidence has been provided tw@ihis charge.

“Belief to establish a federal system, the strudgtdree elections without fraud on the basis
of international standards, defending the rightadication in native language for all
oppressed nationalities in Iran and having bookkaaticles in the field of ethnic studies in
the personal library,” were the evidences whichjtidge considered as “destructive and
actions against the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

This verdict accused him of “ethnic hatred”.

Mr. Mirzaee was graduated in livestock productiagieeering and is one of the starred
students who were banned of education in 2010, vegobeen arrested by the security forces
at his workplace and was transferred to ward 2(@vad prison on July 14.

On November 12, Siamak Mirzaee had been transféordee quarantine of general ward
from ward 209 of Evin prison after 4 months andti being held there.

He had previously also been arrested by secunitefoand was tried by the relevant judicial
authorities in 2006, 2007, 2010 and 2011.

Iran: Police Fire at Five Students Having Fun in Béuchistan

Wednesday, 08 March 2017 21:46
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/human-rights/22328y-police-fire-at-five-students-
having-fun-in-baluchistan

NCRI - Police agents of the Iranian regime in
Baluchistan fired at Sunni Baluch citizens resgjltiim
two students of Khash being shot. Three other meopl
were injured by punches and kicks.

On Thursday evening of 2nd March, five students
from Khash who were driving in their car to
Iranshahr “for fun”, were shot at and wounded by

police.

Saman Shahnavazi was shot in the arm and neck sind $hahnavazi was shot in the leg.
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Saman Shahnavazi, a student of building technology
engineering, explained the issue: “The agents piia
clothed and first they threw nails under the cat ae got
a flat tire and then without any warning they sdrto fire
at us, and ignored our cries that we were innoardt
students”.

He added: “The agents fired at us for half an fengd
finally came close to us but before calling the atabce, they started to beat us.”
Thus far many Sunni Baloch youths have been kdledlinjured in shootings by security
forces. No authorities have ever taken accountglidr these actions and officers have
benefited from impunity.

According to local reports, last year (2016), aske?26 Baloch citizens were killed and
wounded by gunfire from lawless police and secudtges in Baluchistan.

Sajjad Afrozian Released on the Ball
Posted on9th March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/sajjad-afrozian-releasaitl-b

HRANA News Agency — Sajjad Afrozian was released on
_the bail from the prison of Maragheh, until thalrit is

also reported that a bail of 3 billion IRR has besehfor
Mehdi Kokhian, other civil activist detained in gtprison.

According to the report of Human Rights Activistise
Agency in Iran (HRANA), Sajjad Afrozian, Turkish

. activist from Malakan, was released from Maraghesop,
I by depositing a bail of 500 million IRR, on Januasy

Concurrently, the detention order for Mehdi Kokhiather civil activist in this prison, who
has been detained since December 19, 2016, wasrted\to a bail of 3 billion IRR.

It should be mentioned that Sajjad Afrozian hadhbeeested with beating by the security
forces, and was taken to an unknown location, onaky 15, 2017.

It should be noted that the officers stormed Mro&fan’s house and inspected it abusively
and violently, while refusing to provide any wartgand caused residents’ fear and panic at
home.

His mother who had objected to the conduct of efB¢cwas beaten by them and was even
threatened that if she would continue her protestsnen officers would be sent to arrest her.

Security forces who were reported to be more titaofficers, had been sent from Tabriz
Intelligence Office, they also tried to arrest bisther “Fardin Afrozian”, but they were
unsuccessful, because he was not at home.

Sajjad and Fardin, both have records of arrest.
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It is also to say that Mehdi Kukhian and Karim @iméén, two civilians from Malakan were
arrested by security forces and taken to an unkdowation. The officers searched their
house and also seized their personal electrontts@mmunication belongings, on December
19, 2016.

Mehdi Kokhian and Karim Chaichian had gone on hustrgke by sewing their lips since
their transfer from Malekan Police to Maraghehamisn December 21, 2016 and were
transferred to the quarantine ward in this prison.

Mr. Chaichian was later released on the bail bubdii&okhian was transferred to Tabriz
intelligence office.

The main reason for the arrests of these two wais dlstivities in a Telegram channel called;
“The city news of Malakan.”

Religious Minorities’ Rights

Iran: Five Turk activists summoned to court
March 6, 2017
http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2017/03/06/iran-fitek-activists-summoned-to-court/

Five Turk activists have been summoned by the
judiciary in the cities of Ahar and Tabriz, nortrste
of Iran.

Meysam Jolani, Akbar Abolzadeh, Morteza Safari,
Majid Naghizadeh and Mansour Seifi from Ardebil,
also northwest of Iran, have been summoned to
Tabriz and Ahar’s courts, mostly for attending a
ceremony marking “International Native Language

Day” back in 2015.
Prior to this a number of Turk activists were sumemto the same courts.

Iranian Catholic Converts Arrested in Northwestern lran

March 6, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/iranianhcdic-converts-arrested-in-northwestern-
iran/

Two Iranian Catholic converts have been arrested in
their home by the Revolutionary Guards in West
Azerbaijan Province, the Center for Human Rights in
Iran (CHRI) has learned.

! “At 7 a.m. on February 20 (2017), two plainclothes
intelligence agents of the Islamic Revolutionarya@ils Corps (IRGC) entered the home of
Christian convert&\noohe Rezabakhsh and her son Sohail (Augustirgazzadeh in
Oroumiyeh (city) without prior notice and searclied premises and took away personal
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items such as religious and holy books,” MansouijiBihe spokesperson for tiAdliance of
Iranian Churcheknown as Hamgam, told CHRI on March 3, 2017.

Borji added that both mother and son had convea&ththolicism from Islam.

No information was available on Anoohe Rezabakhkhtkground, but her sonis a
university student in his fourth year of undergratgustudies in psychology and is personally
interested in religious studies, Borji, who is lthgeLondon, told CHRI.

In August 2016, théntelligence Ministryarrested a Christian and four Christian converts
near Tehran, CHREportedat the time.

Ramil Bet Tamraz, Amin Afshar Naderi, Hadi Asg&mmir Saman Dashti and Mohammad
Dehnavi remain in Evin Prison in Tehran, Borji t@#RI.

Ramil Bet Tamraz, the son of Victor Bet Tamraz, fitvener leader of Iran’s Assyrian
Pentecostal Church, was arrested on ChristmasrE2@1i4 with two other people and
accused of illegally printing and distributing Beislfor missionary activities. Amin Afshar
Naderi was also arrested that night, accordingagi B

Both men were later released on balil.
Despite Presideriassan Rouhanigledges during his election campaigr2013 that “all

ethnicities, all religions, even religious minaegi must feel justice,” thiargeting of
Christian convertdas continued unabated under his administration.

Imprisoned Spiritual Leader Facing the Death Penalg Again for His

Personal Beliefs
March 7, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/imprisorspdkitual-leader-facing-the-death-

penalty/

Imprisoned spiritual thinkeMlohammad Ali Taherhas again been tried for the charge of
“corruption on earth” despite being cleared ofshene charge in 2015, his sister Azardokht
Taheri told the Center for Human Rights in Iran &N

If convicted, the founder of the banned Erfan-egHah spiritual group could be issued the
death penalty.

“We are very worried. The authorities have no respa their own rulings. My brother was
acquitted of ‘corruption on earth,” but accordingis lawyer (Mahmoud Alizadeh
Tabatabaee), that charge was brought up agairum oo February 27 (2017) even though
the trial was supposed to be for the charge ofdggy in medical practices,” Azardokht
Taheri told CHRI on March 2, 2017.

The day after his trial, the Islamic Republic afrirBroadcasting (IRIB) station aired a
propaganda videteaturing alleged former students of Taheri cgllior his execution for his
alleged promotion of “anti-Islamic” views.
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“This program was shown to deceive the public,dsazardokht Taheri. “Mr. Taheri has
many students and they have always said that thiegapd results from his courses. Why
weren’t they interviewed?”

“Nowhere (in the video) does Mr. Taheri say he thase anything wrong,” she added. “They
aired only bits and pieces of his statements. Webgied that it was aired for sinister
reasons.”

In the heavily edited interviews, Taheri's “stud€ntlaim he taught anti-Islamic ideas and
encouraged them to distance themselves from Godstard. One woman said her daughter
stopped praying after attending his classes.

The video also included clips from Taheri’s lecgyrall of which included no statements
against Islam.

Some scenes also appeared to be taken from his itatperogation sessions, in which he
refuses to express regret for his personal beliefs.

Mohammad Ali Taheri, 60, was due to be freed in M@¥6 after the completion of his five-
year prison sentence for “insulting the sacred” ‘amgnoral contact with women.”

In February 2015, he wagjain interrogatedbout alleged heresy in his books and sentenced
to death for spreading “corruption on earth,” th& Supreme Courgjectedthe verdict in
December and opened his case for reconsideration.

His latest trial was held at Branch 28 of the Ratiohary Court presided by Judge
Mashallah Ahmadzadeh.

Iran’s security establishment has come down hardabreri andsupporterof the Erfan-e
Halgheh spiritual group, viewing it and any othkermmative belief system, especially those
seeking converts, as a threat to the prevailing Shder.

Judiciary Refusing to Release Ailing Baha'i Leadetmprisoned in Iran for
Nine Years

March 7, 2017
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/03/judiciapftrsing-to-release-ailing-bahai-leader-
imprisoned-in-iran-for-nine-years/

S~ Behrouz Tavakkolian elderly former Baha'i
community leader who has spent nearly nine years in
prison for his faith, is legally eligible for early

release, but his requests for a case review ang bei
ignored.

o His son, Naim Tavakkoli, told the Center for Human
Rights in Iran (CHRI) that his father, a 64-yead-trmer member of the Baha'i leadership
council in Iran, is also suffering from heart disea
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“My father has heart problems because one of tégias is 70 percent clogged and he needs
an operation,” Naim Tavakkoli told CHRI. “One tirhe was transferred to the hospital, but
was returned to prison without receiving treatnient.

“The doctors said that the operation would be egpenand his recovery would require
special care that's unavailable in prison,” he addalso, when they take prisoners to the
hospital, they are put in chains and my father do@gnt to go anymore under these
conditions.”

Political prisoners in Iran are singled out forstatreatment, which often includes denial of
medical care.

“My father has been in prison since 2008 and alghaine family tried a lot to get him out on
furlough (temporary leave), all requests have been denigww explanation,” he said.
“Besides, my father has served more than two-ttofdss sentence and is eligible for early
release.”

According toArticle 58 of Iran’s Islamic Penal Code, the deciding coart ssue the order
of conditional release for those sentenced to rti@e 10 years in prison after half the
sentence is served.

“We’ve been running around trying to convince thharities to release him, but we haven't
gotten anywhere,” he added.

Behrouz Tavakkoli and six othBaha'i leadersincluding Fariba Kamalabadi, Jamaloddin
Khanjani, Afif Naeimi, Saied Rezaie, Vahid Tizfatand Mahvash Sabet, were arrested in
the spring of 2008.

In 2010 they were sentenced to 20 years in prisach &r the charges of “carrying out
espionage for Israel,” “insulting the sacred,” “paganda against the state” and “spreading
corruption on Earth.” Their sentences were latduced to 10 years in prison each.

“My father had studied psychology and worked fa Welfare Organization in a center
dedicated to finding employment for people with gibgl disabilities,” said Naim Tavakkoli.
“In 1981, he was fired for being a Baha'i and waser able to go back to his job.”

“He was not even allowed to start his own busimesgpen a bank account,” he added.
The Baha'i community is one of the most severelggeuted religious minorities in Iran.

The faith is not recognized in th&@amic Republic’s Constitutioand its members face harsh
discrimination in all walks of life as well as pexstion for the public display of their faith.

In November 2016, an elderly Baha'i man vgésbbed to deathutside his home in the city
of Yazd because of his religious beliefs.

3 Bahai Civilians Tried by the Revolutionary Court of Mashhad
Posted on10th March, 2017
https://www.en-hrana.org/18691-2
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HRANA News Agency — Three Baha'i residents of
Mashhad named; Khashayar Tafazoli, Shayan Tafazoli
and Sinai Aghdaszadeh, were tried by the Islamic
Revolutionary Court, in Mashhad.

According to the report of Human Rights News Agency
in Iran (HRANA), the court hearing for Khashayar
Tafazoli, Shayan Tafazoli and Sinai Aghdaszadeakegth
Baha'i residents of Mashhad, accused with “propédgan

" against the regime through the Baha'i propaganda,
held in Branch 8 of Islamic Revolutionary Court\tashhad on January 28.

A source close to these citizens told HRANA's réeor‘Due to lack of time, the trial was
not finished and the next meeting was schedule&dbruary 13.”

These three Baha'is had been detained in July 26dr8, three weeks to a month and a half.
The mentioned trial is held for the same case.

It is noteworthy, three members of a Baha'i fanaihd residents of Mahshad; Manochehr
Kholosi and his two daughters; Nika and Nava, aw serving imprisonment sentences in
Vakil Abad prison.

Iranian Baha'i sentenced to 5 years for practicindhis faith

March 11, 2017
http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2017/03/11/iraniariv@iasentenced-to-5-years-for-practicing-
his-faith/

A member of Iran’s Bahai community has been semigtxy the 28th Branch of the Tehran
Court headed by judge Moghise to five years bebard for his religious beliefs,.

Keyvan Pakzadan was tried on Januarlf 28d notified of his sentence on February.27

Iran: Two Baha'i-owned business shut down in Karaj
March 11, 2017
http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2017/03/11/iran-twahlai-owned-business-shut-down-in-

karaj/

' »_~ On Thursday two businesses owned by followers of
. the Baha'i faith, Farid and Farnoosh Pashayi, were
shut down in Karaj, west of Tehran.

Iranian officials confiscated the two’s propertydan
sealed their shops under the pretext of “selling
smuggled goods”.

They presented the receipts proving their property

not smuggled. However, authorities have ignorechthad seized their businesses, according
to an informed source.
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Iranian authorities have also sealed another nep#yned shop, owned by a member of the
Baha'i community by the name of Arash Kazemi, inda

Dozens of Baha'i shops across the country have bealied by authorities in the past few
years.

Iran: Elham Farahani denied access to medical treaent

Created: 12 March 2017
http://women.ncr-iran.org/iran-women-news/3752-alimam-farahani-denied-access-to-
medical-treatment

~

Prisoner of conscience Elham Farahani has beeedleni
access to physiotherapy after she broke her armvasd
operated on twice.

She cannot properly move her arm and the specthdor
has prescribed her 30 sessions of physiotherapgrtaan

' . officials have repeatedly cancelled her appointséot
physiotherapy which must be done outside the pristen Farahani is suffering from great
pain and there is a risk that her arm would not estirn to normal condition.

Elham Farahani, 54, is a Bahaii serving her fowary®ison sentence in the Evin Prison. She
and her husband and son are imprisoned for thié. fa
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